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[bookmark: _GoBack]At Elsenham Church of England Primary School we provide a broad, balanced, enriched and challenging curriculum, which is taught in ways appropriate to pupils’ ages and abilities. The planning by teachers takes account of Government requirements and the school’s own policies and schemes of work. 
We recognise that successful education is a partnership with children, parents, staff, governors, the community and other relevant external agencies, working closely together to ensure optimum benefits for all.
Community 
At Elsenham, we see ourselves as a central part of the community of the village of Elsenham and the nearby town of Bishop’s Stortford, as well as of the UK as a whole and the wider world. We aim to develop our pupils’ sense of belonging and of responsibility to the communities to which we belong.
We believe that pupils have a vital role to play in helping to determine the future direction of our school. At Elsenham, pupils themselves make many significant contributions to this and in a number of different ways. 
Our School Council comprises of two pupils from each year group. The School Council is involved in as many aspects of school life as possible, helping steer the educational journey of their peers. In addition to this, we have our Leaders in Learning (a few for each subject) who lead on enriching their subject to year groups across the school, throughout the year. More can be found about each of these groups on their individual tabs on the website. 
Our Worship Crew plan and present many whole school and Key Stage Assemblies and work with senior staff members to plan and deliver Harvest, Christmas and Easter Services. They take responsibility for planning themes; choosing which songs will be included and are responsible for writing prayers and plays. 
We are part of a very active sports partnership and have pupils who are trained as Sports Ambassadors. They work with our P.E. Subject Leader to plan and deliver sporting activities across the school. 
As you explore our website, and indeed visit us, you will see that there is plenty more for the children to fully immerse themselves in, and lead on. 
Opportunities like these provide vital life skills and help prepare pupils for their future lives, helping them to develop independence, tolerance, self-confidence as well as an understanding of the benefits of team work and collaboration.
British Values
It is important that every effort should be made to ensure that the school’s ethos and curriculum actively promote the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs; and encourage pupils to respect other people, with particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010.
Enrichment Activities 
At Elsenham we are passionate about providing a broad, balanced and cultural education for our pupils. We believe that our pupils should be able to express themselves through a variety of means and build confidence for everyday life. 
Each year our provision for enrichment across all subjects, and catering for all interests, grows. 
These activities, combined with clubs provided by members of our talented and dedicated staff team, help ensure that everyone has opportunities to develop skills in areas which interest them.
Planning Around Themes 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One, work is carefully planned around central themes. Planned work takes into account what the children already know, what they would like to find out and what it is required that they learn. 
In EYFS, the work is carefully planned around the interests of the children to ensure that they develop their skills progressively in an exciting, fun, creative way and achieve the highest standards possible. 
Detailed plans have been created for each subject and year group. These plans are used by teachers to ensure that we provide an inclusive curriculum by constantly adapted them to reflect the needs of the children, and following formative and summative assessments that are regularly carried out by staff.
Phonics 
The teaching of phonics begins in the Early Years Foundation Stage and is guided by ‘Read Write Inc.’ To develop children’s early reading and writing skills, they will have daily ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ Phonics’ sessions and access to small group phonics activities every day. Once children have successfully passed through the programme then they will access a guided reading group focused on various essential reading skills. 
Phonics concentrates on developing the important skills which are needed to learn to read and write. In the early stages of reading, children will need to: 
 Know the 40+ letter sounds 
 Put these sounds together to make words 
 Recognise common and tricky words, which are found in all books (e.g. words like ‘I’, ‘me’, ‘and’, ‘you’, ‘she’, ‘they’) 
At the end of Year One each child’s phonic knowledge is tested in a phonics screening test carried out on a one to one basis with the class teacher, in the summer term.
Reading 
In The Early Years Foundation Stage children are gradually introduced to reading through modelling and sharing books, and also through an approach called ‘Talk for Writing’. 
Children will take home a variety of books to share with their family each week. These include a ‘Read, Write Inc. Phonics Book’, a ‘Book Bag Book’ and ‘Bedtime Book’. We ask that parents/carers spend time reading and enjoying these books together. Sharing stories is a special time and will help to instil a love of reading that can last a lifetime. 
‘Read, Write Inc. Phonics Book’ 
This is a book that each child is familiar with and should be able to read with independence. They will have been taught how to read it in class so that they can ‘perform’ it at home.
‘Book Bag Book’ 
This is a book which is less familiar to the children – they may only have heard the story once. Children are encouraged to apply their knowledge of phonics to read the words and adults will help them with any parts which they find difficult.
‘Bedtime Book’ 
This is a book for a parent/carer to share with their child. This will help them to foster a love of reading and increase their vocabulary through story-telling.
Key skills and techniques are modelled and taught throughout Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. Parents and carers are encouraged to share books, and read and listen to their child read at home on a daily basis. 
In Lower and Upper Key Stage 2, children have access to our ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme, whereby they are able to select levelled books (based on their ability) and then take quizzes on these to help progress up through the levels. The children love this programme, and to be able to self-select books that they are interested in from a fully stocked library. At Elsenham we aim to develop a love of reading for every child.
Mathematics 
The teaching and learning of maths at Elsenham intends to promote the love of learning of maths to cultivate strong mathematical foundations, critical thinking, and a passion for learning. We aim to empower our learners with the skills and confidence needed to excel in mathematics and apply mathematical concepts in real-life situations.
At Elsenham School, our teaching of mathematics meets the requirements of the National Curriculum and we implement White Rose Maths to enhance and enrich the curriculum; White Rose Maths aligns with the principles of mastery learning to ensure a deep and secure understanding of core mathematical principles.
Assessment
Underpinning everything that we do is the belief that effective assessment, as part of on-going learning and teaching and with the active involvement of pupils, is the most powerful means of improving learning and raising standards. 
Assessment for learning involves:
 the sharing of learning objectives/intentions and success criteria with pupils, and the development of these with the pupils; 
 giving oral and written feedback to pupils based on these objectives/intentions, with the feedback relating directly to their learning in a way that they can understand and act upon; 
 the use of questioning to help pupils express and discuss their ideas and their understanding; 
 the nurturing of pupils as independent learners through the development of self-assessment and peer assessment. 
Weaving these four elements together in all curriculum areas ensures that the most effective learning takes place and achievement is high. We encourage our pupils to be enthusiastic, committed learners who thrive on challenge and have the ability to learn and work both independently and collaboratively.
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