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Elsenham C. Of E. Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	June 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Alice Gunn

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	N/A

	Name of local music hub 
	Essex Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Elsenham C. Of E. Primary School, we use the Charanga Music Scheme to support our music lessons. 
Intent:
Allow children to participate in a range of musical experiences and enrichment opportunities, which develop and inspire musical appreciation. Children gain a deep understanding of what the music curriculum entails, whilst also developing an appreciation for various genres, composers and musical styles. 
How music is taught at Elsenham:
Charanga is a fantastic program that enables pupils to reflect and build on their musical knowledge and skills. This scheme is taught from Reception to Year 6. As we have been using this scheme for a number of years, it is now embedded within our school and pupils are familiar with the structure and high expectations set by all staff. Music is a timetabled subject, with schemes of work and assessment in place. All students are able to access this curriculum from EYFS to Year 6 which ensures the progression of skills and knowledge throughout each year group. The weekly music lessons are taught for 45 minutes.   
Planning:
The Charanga music scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. It provides lesson plans, assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.
The curriculum introduces children to music from all around the world and across generations, thereby helping them to develop an understanding of the history and cultural context of the music that they listen to, and teaching them to respect and appreciate the music of all traditions and communities.
Each academic year is broken into 6 units of work (1 per half term), each divided into 6 progressive steps. Each unit is designed to take approximately six weeks, often focused around a specific song or piece of music. The material presents an integrated approach to music where games, the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and playing instruments are all linked. Each Unit of Work focuses on the strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum for music: 1. Listening and Appraising 2. Musical Activities a. Warm-up Games b. Optional Flexible Games c. Singing d. Playing instruments e. Improvisation f. Composition 3. Performing.
Children have lots of opportunities to play musical instruments in their lessons, in particular, the glockenspiel, where every child in a class of thirty, will have access to their own glockenspiel. 
Pupils with SEND progress well within the class, with high quality teaching enabling music lessons to be fully inclusive for all pupils. Any additional tools and instruments are also used to support pupils with SEND, within music lessons. 

Assessment 
The first and last lesson in each unit is filmed to ensure teachers have evidence of the progress children have made throughout their music lessons. As a school, we are in the process of filming groups of greater depth pupils, to support teachers when assessing all pupils in their class. 
At the end of each term, teachers will assess all pupils using the MME music document, where they can see the national curriculum statements they are assessing the children against. The music lead will then monitor these documents, to ensure all children are making good progress, and if any teacher needs support with their assessments. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	· We have peripatetic music lessons for which there is a small charge for parents. We currently offer piano and guitar lessons. 
· We have regular music workshops often organised through the Essex Music Hub. Last year we had a Djembe workshop for KS1 and this year we are going to book a musical workshop for KS2.
· Jeff Rich from Status Quo has lead a fantastic KS2 immersive percussion workshop. 
· A weekly singing club for KS2, where the children rehearse for performances at the Elderly Christmas lunch in the local community and for the Christmas Bazaar at our school.
· Music Leaders in Learning: Children are selected to work with Subject Leaders to plan and deliver group sessions for children younger than themselves. All year groups are taking part in the scheme so they can share their learning and expertise.
· iRock lessons taught by an external company where parents can pay for their children to take part in small group music lessons. This is open to children from EYFS to Year 6. The children then play in bands, once a term, to the rest of the school and parents. 
· We sing regularly in assembly and in other performance, such as our Harvest assembly, throughout the school year.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	· There are opportunities to enrich our special occasions with music such as at the Early Years nativity play at Christmas, the Lower Key Stage 2 Easter production and the Upper Key Stage Two production at the end of the summer term.
· We also have the band from the local church perform in our Christmas and Harvest assembly.
· The whole school attends a musical Christmas Pantomime in the local area.
· Song of the Month, is introduced on the first Monday of every month in singing assembly, where the children learn to sing the song, and then this song is played every Friday, in our celebration assembly. This is to ensure all children have access to a diverse number of songs and artists. 
· All Year 5 children attend the Young Voices concert at the O2 every year. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Improve and increase the experience of using the musical instruments.
Provide enrichment opportunities in the form of concerts, visitors, trips, choir etc. 
Ensure all teachers are confident with assessing all pupil groups. 
To hold a music concert at our school, where children can play instruments that they learn in school as well as out of school.
Set up a SEND musician group. 
Pupil premium- ensure that money can be spent on ensuring all children can have access to music lessons. 


Further information (optional)
	At Elsenham C. of E. Primary School, we are committed to providing quality first teaching and accessible for all, music provision. We aim to review this document yearly in order to keep our high aspirations for all pupils. In addition, our further aims include: At least one hour music provision each week of the school year for KS1 and 2.
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