Summer Newsletter

Once Upom a Time v EYFSI

Alter o delightful Easter break; i has beerv o pleasure to- hanve the children back iy withs us. They hare

This term our topic s, ‘Once Uporny o Time'. The childrery will spend, time: familiarising themselves with a
plethora, of traditional tales' and, Jairy stortes: Jack and, the Beanstalk, The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks,
Little: Red, Riding Hoods and, Cinderellax Embedding this knouwledge, the childrery will then create their very,
owrv minced up: version of a fairy talel There is o Jocus onv plants and, trees: and, lots of growing)

Inv the latter part of the term, the childrerny wills learrv all about Year | and, discover alls the Jury things they,
hare to look forward, to- nendt year; as the topic weames into- Once Upony o Time i Year Onel We have o

coming inv the grown-up gate’ (more information to follow). Iry maths; the children wills secure their
recognition of numerals 0-20, learn odds and evers numbers and, recall doubles and, halmes to- 10. There
bear picnic and @ Royal Balll In addition the childreny will take part ir their first ever Elsenham School,
Sports Day and, class assembliesl What o/ busy terml

P.E. and Forest School Read, Write Inc.
This term, the children continue to- take part irv Forest Th@dmdd;mmwnhnumgfoleoxwwmd&md
SohoohThi&l&nowtakﬂwgplowomwTumd% WWWMRMWWIM
sesslons. lesekf,epupr\eadmg,abhoma Yow
P.E.dug@amnoworva/Tuesdag/opThwsdag/Tha wuldjmﬂkﬁupgmw{ﬂ\,ﬂq@mmuﬂk
children will alternate betuseery indoor P.E., outdoor aboubth@sfonRmmbﬂ\,lot&qﬁthbeOk&
P.E. and, Forest School, so they need to be hawe questions you can ask your child. Try to
appropriately dressed: for either activity. allow time to- practise the, ‘red; words and the,
ImP.E.,U\eduldxmuﬂlLbelﬁoxwing:gwoﬁhw, 'speedg;gxwv’mrd&foo.ThemﬂumbUW@
Snetine earmtihngs dre these: words, the quicker theiy wills be able to- read,
L&he,d/baok/omﬂrwsedug& .




The childrer need to- be secure inv reading these sounds by the end, of the year:
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Speed Sounds Set 2
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Il you are unsure ol houwr to- pronounce any of the sounds, please speak to- Miss Sneath,
Mrs Shanks or Mrs Harnis, who will be: happy, to- help you.

or affer schools
Many thanks.
The EYFS Team
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Early Learning Goals

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Listening, Attention and Understanding Self-Regulation

+ Listen atientively and respond to what they hear with « Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin 1o regulaie their
relevant questians, cammens and sctions when being read behaviour acoardingly.
b and during whole class discussians and small group « Sel and work towards simple goals, being able towait Tar what they want and contral their
inerachions. immediate impulses when appropriaie.

* Maike comments about what they have heard and ask «  Givefocused atlention 1o what the leacher says, responding appraprialely even when engaged

; P . e ! ponGr priz '

guestions ko clasify their understanding. in activity, and shew an abillity 10 Tallow instructions invalving several ideas or aclions.

+ Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-larth
pachanges with their teacher and pesrs. Managing Self

Speaking + Beconfident o ry new sctiviies and show independence, resilience and parseverancein the

face of challengs.

* Participate in smaill group, class and cne-ic-one «  Explainthe reasans foe rubes, know right from wrong and iry o behave accordingly.
ciscussions, affering Mek own ideas, using recently « Mariage their awn basic hygiens and persanal needs, including dressing, gaing 16 the 1l and
intn weabulary. = ir own ic hygi [P ESOna| (i ing drés=ang, gaing

uriderstanding the importance of healthy lood chaices,

+  Offer explanations Tar why things might happen, making
R
fictian, fhymes and poerms when approprate.
+ Express their ideas and feelings abeut their experiences * Week and play cooperatively and take tums with athers.
wsing full sentences, including uss of past, preser and « Faim positive altachments ta adulls and fiendships with peers.
future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with « Shew sensitivity to their own and to others’ nesds.

modeling and suppon fram their teaches.

Mathematics Literacy
Number Comprehension
+ Megatiate space and obstlacles + Have a deep understanding of numbes ta 10, + Demonstrate understanding of what has been read 1o them by
salely, with consideration for including the compesition of each number. retelling stories and namratives using their own words and recently
themselves and olhers. + Subitise {recognise quantities withaut imMroduced vocabulary.
+ Demonstrate strength, balance counting) ugta 5. « Anlicipate (where appropriate ) key evenls in slories,
and coordination when playing. + hutomatically recall {without relersnce lo + Lise and understand recently introduced vocabulary during
+ Move enengetically, such as rhyries, counting of olher aids) numbser discussions abeut stosies, nan-fiction, rhymes and poems and
running, jumping, dancing, bands ug 1o 5{including sublrastion facts) during rale play.
hapaing, skinping and chrmbing. and same numbser bands to 10, including

H
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dauble facts.

Mumerical Patterns + Say a sound lar sach betier in the alphshet and at least 10 digraphs.
+ Hold a pencil effectivelyin

»  Readwords consistent with their phanic knowledge by sound-

preparation far Muent writing = + Merbally count beyond 20, recognising the bikending.
wsing the tripod grp in almost patiern of the counting system. + Read aloud simphe sentences and baaks thal are consistent with
allcases. + Compare quantities up 1o 10 in differsnt their phonic knowledge, inchuding same common exceplion wards.
« Usea range of small comlests, recagnising when one guantity is
paintbrishes and cutlery. ather quantity. - - -
+  Hegin to shaw acouracy and +  Explare and represent patbems within : m“m"!“?*'.’“f“'m'“:“‘h“mmwrm
care when drawing. rumbers up to 10, including evens and odds, +  Spell words by identilying sounds in them and representing the
double facts and how guantities can be sounds with a letber or letters.
distributed squally. + Wirite simple phrases and senilences that can be read by others.
Expressive Arts and Design Understanding the World
Creating with Materials Past and Present
+ Salely use and sxplare s variely of materials, + Talk about the lives of the penple around them and their reles in soeiety,
toals and technigues, experimenting with calour, + Know some similarities and differenoss betwesn things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences
design, texture, form and function. and what has been resd in class.
* Share thesr creations, explaining the process + Understand the past through ssttings, characlers and svenls ancourntanad in baoks read in class and
they haree used. starytzlling.
+ Make useof props and materials when rale
playing characlens in narralives and slanes. People, Culture and Communities
Being Imaginative and Expressive * Deseribie their immediate ervisanment using knowledge framn chesrvation, discussion, staries, non-
fictian texts and maps.
* Irwent, sdapt and recount narratives ard stories + Know some similarities and differencss betwesn dillerent religious and cultural communities in this
with peers and their teacher. cOULey, drawing an their axperiences and what has been read in class.
* Sing arange of wellknown nursery dymes and + Explain some similarities and differences betwesen life in 1his cauntry and lifs in ather countries, doawing
$angs. on knawledge fram stesies, nan-fiction 1exis and (when approgriate]) maps.
+ Perfoern sangs, thymes, poems and slores with

oihers, and (when appropriale) by 1o mave in The MNatural World
time with rmusic.

+  Explare the natural woeld around them, making abservations and drawing piclures of animals and plants.

+ Know sorme similarities and differsnoss betwesn the natural warld around them and conirasting
ernvimanrments, drawing on their experiences and whal bas been read in class.

+ Understand some impartan processes and changes in the ratural world around therm, including the
seasons and changing states of matter.
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At Home Activities

Towards the end of their year in reception, children will be working towards the Early Learning Goals. These goals cover a
range of ckills that children will have been leamming and practizing throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage. There are
17 Early Learning Goals (sometimes shortened to ELGs) across all the Areas of Leamning. Below, are some activities that
you may like to try at home to support your child with the Early Learning Goals.

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development

@ Read arange of books together, including @ Discuss different feelings and try acting out various
non-fiction. Encourage your child to be emotions for your child to identify. Alse, recognise and talk
curious and ask guestions about things about the feelings characters may be experiencing in the
they want to find out more about or do not stories that you read together.
understand. You could pause at certain
points in the book to check your child @ Develop your childs confidence and independence by
understands what has hean read. going to an unfamiliar park or soft play centre. Encourage

them to try out new equipment they have not been on

. Look back through photos and talk about before.
previous experiences you have had together. i - i
Model how to speak in full sentences and ' Using building bricks, try and create the tallest tower that

you can together. If the tower falls, try again to rebuild it,
sharing ideas on how you could work together to make it
better.

use past tense language correctly. You
could also talk about what you would like to
do together in the future, to practise using

future tense language. @ Plan some =nacks or meals together and discuss the

® Encourage lots of talk at home by holding importance of healthy food choices and a balanced diet.
conversations. Start a conversation on a ®
topic that imterests your child, or pose an
open-ended guestion, such as, "What do you
look forward to when you wake up?

Encourage your child to get themselves dressed on their
own. Start by giving them a little bit of help with things,
such as their top button or start off zips, until they can do
this independantly.

@ Try and use new words throughout the day ®
to expand your child’s vocabulary. You could
swap one word for another. For example,
instead of saying ‘it is a bright colour’, you
could say ‘it is a very vivid colour’. You could

Try playing some simple board or card games together to
practise taking turns and waiting patiently for the next go.
Additionally, use it as an opportunity to talk about rules and
why these are important to follow when playing a game.

also repeat sentences back to your child @ Encourage your child to talk about their
and add in extra descriptive words. For ) friends and build relationships with others.
example, if your child says 1 like apples, you You could arrange opportunities to invite
could say, Yes, | like juicy, ripe apples too”. friends or farnil'!,r members
round or meet up and
'. To also support language, model comect P

play in an outside

sentence structure and words to your child space together.

- ingtead of overcorrecting them. You can
repeat words or sentences back to them

in a natural way. For example, if your child
says ‘| buyed a banana’ say "Yes, you bought
a banana.’

@ At bedtime, instead of reading a story, you
could read some child-friendly poems.
Encourage your child to discuss what they
think the poem is about and talk about new
words and their meaning.




Create a poster together on a topic that interests
your child. Check to see if your child is holding their
pencil in the right way when drawing pictures and
writing words and sentences. For the majority of
children, they should be holding their pencil with a
three-fingered tripod grip.

Practise using child-safe scissors to cut out images
from magazines and catalogues, or cut out shapes
drawn on pieces of paper. Show your child how to
hold scissors in one hand correctly with their thumb
in a position at the top, using their other hand to
guide the paper.

Dwuring mealtimes, encourage your child to cut up
their own food using child-zafe knives and forks.
Start with soft food before moving to food that is
slightly tougher.

Draw some family portraits or pet pictures. Prompt
your child to look at the details they need to add to

their pictures and make sure they are taking care to
be as accurate with their pencil as they can.

As a family, try some different physical activities,
such as dancing, playing football, going for walks,
riding a bike or going swimming. This will help to
develop coordination, strength and balance.

Create your own obstacle course around the home
or garden. Have things to balance on, jump over, run
around and throw at a target, such as a ball of socks

— TR
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Read a book together and pause at points
throughout the story to discuss ideas on what your
child thinks might happen next.

Wizit a local library and borrow some books to look
at together. Encourage your child to retell you what
has been read using their own words, but also words
and phrases used in the books.

Using small world toys, or yourselves, act out some
favourite stories together using words and language
from the story.

Fnraurage your child to practise writing simple
words and sentences using the phonic sounds that
they know. You could give them different purposes
for writimg, such as writing a shopping list, writing a
greetings card or a postcard.

Practize identifying letter sounds in the environment.
Look for letters you see when you visit different
places and practize reading the words.

Practize reading commeon exception words (tricky
words or high frequency words) by making some
word cards to play games with, e.g. bingo, memony,
or smap. Also, encourage your child to read the
words in funny voices to help make it more fun!

Encourage your child to practise forming letters
properly by writing using a range of different
materials, such as pencils, chalk, crayons and pens.

into a bucket.
Mathematics

Play games and do activities which involve counting aloud to 20 and beyond. For example, playing hide-and-seek or
counting how many steps it takes to walk from the kitchen to the bedroom.

Set up a tea party with some toys. Encourage your child to practise sharing out food, cutlery, plates and cups
equally between each of the toys. Talk about which amounts could be distributed equally and which could not.

Create some number cards (either 1 to 10 or 11 to 20) and see if your child can place them in order. Then, ask
your child to close their eyes while you either take a card away or swap a card to a different place in the sequence.
When your child opens their eyes, they can be a number detective and work out what you have done, then fix the
problern in the number sequence.

Have a set of five small toys. Hide some of the toys under a blanket and leave the rest of the toys uncovered. Then,
support your child to work out how many toys are hidden.

Put out a pile of dried pasta, cubes or pom-poms and each grab a handful of items. Count how many you each
have and then compare gquantities. Which quantity is greater than or less than the other? Do this several times. Did
you ever get two quantities that were the same?

To practise subitising, play some games which involve using dice. Encourage your child to look at the spots on the
dice and instantly recognise how many there are on each side without having to count them each time.
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Understanding the World

Talk about pecple your family know and the
roles they have in society, e.q. the jobs they have
or any volunteer roles they do as part of the
COommunity.

Make comparisons of life when you were a child
to what life is like now for your child. What has
changed and what has stayed the same? You
could alzo look at some old photos or items
found around the house.

Explore the natural world around you in your
garden or local park. Encourage your child to
look closely at the plants and insects, making
observations and drawing pictures.

Use opportunities to talk about contrasting
environments and places that are different from
each other. For example, you could compare a
trip to the beach to a trip to town. What did you
see that was different? You could also look at
settings in stories, such as a jungle or under the
sed.

While out for a walk or looking out of the window,
point out seasonal changes in the world around
you. What are the signs your child can spot for
each season?

Begin to look at and talk about changing states
of matter, such as melting, freezing, and boiling.
Cooking and mealtimes are a great opportunity
to do this, e.g. making jelly, freezing ice cubes or
melting chocolate.

Look around your local neighbourhood and talk
about any similarities and differences between
cultural and religious communities with your
child. You may notice buildings, decorations or
items found in shops.

Expressive Arts and Design

Encourage your child 1o share and talk about any
creations they have made, including explaining the
processes they have used. Activities could include
baking cakes, creating with junk-modelling materials
or using playdough.

Provide opportunities to mix paint and create
different colours, but also explore how to mix paint to
create different shades of the same colour. Alongside
this, provide a variety of tools for your child to create
different textures with the paint, .0. cotton wool
balls, sponges, bubble wrap, forks.

Explore a range of art technigues, such as collage,
printing or nubbing. Your child could make a card or
decoration for an upcoming celebration.

Hawve some fun using props and sheets of material to
role play characters together (such as superheroes
or animals) or set up a role-play area and encourage
your child to become a doctor or shopkeeper.

Use some time together to sing well-known nursery
rhymes and popular songs, e.q. in the car, on a walk
or before bed. If your child is feeling confident, they
could perform these songs to others and add actions
to the lyrics and words.

Make some puppets, story stones, story spoons

or masks and use them to invent a new story.
Alternatively, encourage your child to adapt or retell
one of their favourite stories with you.




