
 

 

 

                                

                              Friday 6th March 2026 

What a fabulous week we have enjoyed, immersed in all things literacy. Today                                               

we celebrated our love of books by dressing up as our favourite characters.                                                       

Being the Queen of Hearts today, I thoroughly enjoyed declaring                                                                                   

“Off with their heads” at every opportunity!                                                                                                                        

Many thanks to Mrs McCraith who                                                                                                                                                

organised another successful                                                                                                                                                        

Literacy Week at Elsenham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING FOR LIFE  

 

KEY EVENTS next week  

Sun 8th  FOES Mothers’ Day event 

W/C 9th Science week 

Thurs 12th  Parent workshop—emotional regulation 9am at school 

Fri 13th Relaxed dress rehearsal by Yr 4 to EYFS and KS1 at 1.30pm 
   House Poetry Competition Final 
   FOES disco night 

Thank you to the FOES Book Fairies 

who delivered an amazing selection of 

donated books to the children today. 

Every child was able to take a book to 

keep home today. 



Josh from Rascals held more successful 

workshops for our Yr 3/4/5 classes on  

Tuesday. He used the music from Annie  

and introduced props, movement and  

dance. It was wonderful to see new, and  

emerging, dancers and thespians really  

shine in these enrichment opportunities.  

Year 4 also capitalised on his experience  

and utilised his help to polish some 

 production performances.  

Thank you, Josh! 

The children had a wonderful 
reading session with their 
class teachers or parents on 
Thursday. Such lovely stories 
were being shared and a real 
love of reading inspired and 
promoted.  

We look forward to the next 
summer Family Reading     
session whereby grandpar-
ents or other extended family 
members can attend.  

This week KS1 and EYFS absolutely loved 
stepping into character and  immersing 
themselves in imaginative role play dur-
ing ‘Pop-up Play’. From caring vets and 
busy builders to campsite adventurers, 
talented     hairdressers, beauty salon 
stylists, and restaurant chefs and servers,  
every area was buzzing with creativity 
and excitement. With a wonderful selec-
tion of outfits to bring each role to life, 
the children fully embraced the experi-
ence and even the adults  couldn’t resist 

We loved the signal to ‘drop   

everything and read’. Even the 

teachers got to pull out their 

books. 

Years 5 and 6 were extremely fortunate to have the author 
Murray Fisher visit. We were treated to an inspiring assembly 
where we all learnt how to become authors and then Year 6 
had the opportunity to take part in workshops where they 
planned their own characters for a story.  

Murray also signed books for those who had pre-ordered and 
gave all children a chance to have something signed as a     
memento of the day. You can still buy his book (details found 
in pervious PMail communications).  

What a fantastic start it was to the week! 

Mrs McCraith 



        STARS OF THE WEEK 

   Acorn  Mila 

   Cherry  Forbes 

   Beech  Halle 

Chestnut  Teddy 

Silver Birch Nia 

Cedar  Ava 

Sycamore  George 

Rowan  Freddie 

Elm    Leilani 

Ash   Eleanor 

Willow  Everyone 

Pine   Lily-May 

Maple  Kara 

Oak   Connor 

         CONGRATULATIONS! 

Accelerated Reader – 100 Club – February 2026 

Maple Class             Willow Class          Rowan Class                                                                                                                               

Lucy                               Alexander  Evren           Isla Olivia  

Stanley                          Lily             Henry    Harry                                                

Alfie                              Jack  Suzie  Marley 

Haiden                           Corey  Ted  Ezra 

Oak Class     Sycamore Class    Elm Class                                 

Charlie    Seb             Isabel                                               

Jared         Esme        Jacob                                                  

Mason        Nancy    Penelope                                                     

Jessica     Bertie   Piper                                                        

Sebastian          Ollie                                                   

Pine Class   Ash Class                                   

Grace        Charlotte                                                       

Jacob         Sebastian                                                      

Lily    Eloise 

Lily-May     Eleanor                                                     

Ollie        Zahra                                                                                                    

Seb                                                             

Elsenham were away again this week, travelling to face Stansted St Mary’s. 
The team produced another brilliant performance, playing some excellent 
football from start to finish. 

The passing was superb and the team created chance after chance, eventually 
securing another impressive 8-0 victory. It was a dominant display with great 
teamwork and attacking play throughout the match. 

There were also lots of amazing saves from our goalkeeper, helping to keep 
another clean sheet. 

The goals were shared around the team, with strikes from Connor, Charlie , 
Mason, Bleux, Bertie and Jak. 
A fantastic effort from everyone involved – well done, Elsenham!  
 



A very successful afternoon was had at Carver Barracks for our KS2 Cross-country last week. The effort, de-
termination and  teamwork that the children showed throughout the afternoon was incredible. All year 
groups cheered each other on and the boost that it gave the runners was notable. The parental support we 
also received was much appreciated – thank you for giving up your time. A particular shout out should go to 
Miles Hayward on his exceptional performance and superbly timed sprint to the  finish (spurred on by the 
sight of his mum cheering away!), where he secured a third place finish. Well done to all of our racers; you 
showed bravery and great willpower.  

Mrs McCraith and Mrs Fox  

The netball team were amazing on Thursday morning at 
a tournament. They made it to the final and ultimately 
came second overall. Well done girls!                             
Mrs Carruthers 

A tough morning in the cold and thick fog for our Year 3 and 4 
rugby team. They had a great start to the morning by  winning 
their group stage convincingly. However, this then meant that 
they faced some very tough teams in the final games who 
posed real challenges. Elsenham dug deep,  listened to great 
feedback from Jackie Drake and Mr Maddison-Woods and tried 
their hardest, finishing a respectable 6th overall. 

Mrs McCraith    



Thursday 12th March  9am to 10.30am 

 Emotional Regulation 

Supporting neurodiverse children with 

emotional processing and anxiety 

What is the prevalence of emotional    

problems in neurodivergent children? 

Why might neurodivergent children   

struggle with their emotions? 

Helping your children manage their big 

feelings 

Thursday 19th March  9am to 10.30am 

 Neurodiversity and sleep 

Understanding sleep and the difficulties 

that families of ND children face. 

Things we can do to ensure the best sleep 
environment and help support chil-
dren to find falling and staying asleep 
easier On Thursday we had our second parent workshop.  Eight 

families joined us for a useful discussion about ADHD and 

strategies that can help at home.  

Please join us at 9am on Thursday 12th March for a       

session about emotional regulation.  

Also, on Tuesday 10th March between 2 and 3pm there is 

a SEND drop-in session at school organised by the Essex 

Child and Family Wellbeing Service. 

Today, the Inclusion Ambassadors visited         
Henham and Ugley School to meet with 
the Multi-Schools Council. They discussed 
topics such as homework, physical health, 
mental health, secondary school transfers 
and what belonging means. They were a 
credit to our school.  





MARCH  

Sun 8th FOES Mothers’ Day event 

Thurs 12th  Parent workshop—emotional regulation 9am at school 

W/C 9th Science week 

Fri 13th 
 

Relaxed dress rehearsal by Yr 4 to EYFS and KS1 at 1.30pm 
 House Poetry Competition Final 
 FOES disco night 

Mon 16th Yr 4 Dress rehearsal to KS2 at 1.45pm 

Tues 17th Pupil summit for future leaders at the cathedral- identity and diversity—
selected pupils 

Wed 18th Yr. 4 performance 1.45pm & 6pm 

Thurs 19th Parent workshop—neurodiversity and sleep 9am at school 

Wed 25th Parents evening – 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Thurs 26th Parents evening – 4.30pm – 7.30pm 

Fri 27th End of term awards assembly / Church Easter service 9.30am 
Last day of term – finish at 1.30pm 

Mon 30th March –Fri 11th April – EASTER HOLIDAYS 

APRIL   

Tues 21st  Chestnut class Assembly—doors open 2.30pm for a 2.40pm start 

Tues 28th Yr4 HFL Maths challenge 
Beech class Assembly—doors open 2.30pm for a 2.40pm start 

MAY   

Mon 4th BANK HOLIDAY—school closed 

W/B 11th May Yr 6 SATs week 

Sat 16th May FOES summer fayre 

Mon 25th May – Fri 29th May – HALF TERM BREAK 

JUNE   

Wed 3rd Sports Day 

W/C Mon 8th Phonics screening 

Tues 9th Reserve sports day 

Tues 9th Yr3 HFL Maths challenge 
6pm Welcome talk to new Year R parents 2026/2027 

Tues 16th Cedar class Assembly 2.30pm for 2.40pm 

Weds 24th  Silver birch class Assembly 2.30pm for 2.40pm 

Thurs 25th  Transition day for Yr. 6 into Yr. 7 at JFAN and SWCH 

Tues 30th  Acorn class Assembly 2.30pm for 2.40pm 

JULY   

Wed 1st Open evening 4.30pm – 5.45pm 

Fri 3rd July Relaxed dress rehearsal to KS1 of Yr. 6 play 
FOES frozen Friday 

Tues 7th 1.45pm Dress rehearsal to KS2 

Wed 8th Yr. 6 performance 1.45pm & 6pm 

Fri 10th FOES colour run 

Tues 14th July Cherry class Assembly 2.30pm for 2.40pm 

Thurs 16th HT awards assembly 

Fri 17th Yr 6 Leavers Assembly 

Fri 17th Last day of term—finish at 1.30pm 



  
Autumn Term: 

                                    2026/2027 Term Dates 
Tuesday 1 September 2026 (NPD)  – Friday 18 December 2026 
Half Term 26 October – 30 October 
Friday 4th December 2026 (NPD) 
  

Spring Term: Monday 4 January 2027 (NPD) – Thursday 25 March 2027 
Half Term 15 February - 19 February 
  

Summer Term: 
  
  

Monday 12 April 2027 – Wednesday 21 July 2027 
Half Term 31 May – 4 June, and May Bank Holiday - 3 May 

Please note that whilst we will do our best to keep to these dates, circumstances may require us 

to make a change 






